A Selection of Books by Thomas Taylor in the collection of the Fintry Trust Library
The Fintry Trust Library contains a near complete collection of all the
works that Thomas Taylor translated and edited in his lifetime.
The following is a selection of works and other items from that collection.
In addition to some descriptive detail, there are comments on the works
gleaned from two early sources:A Brief Notice of Mr. Thomas Taylor, the celebrated Platonist, with a
Complete List of His Published Works by J.J.W. (James Jacob Welsh) (1831)
and
Thomas Taylor, The Platonist: A Biographical and Bibliographical Sketch by
William E.A. Axon (reprinted from The Library, July and August 1890).

The Mystical Initiations; Or, Hymns of
Orpheus translated from the original
Greek: with a Preliminary Dissertation on
the Life and Theology of Orpheus;
by Thomas Taylor
(London, Printed for the Author, and sold by T.
Payne and Son, at the Mews-gate; L. Davis,
Holborn; B. White and Son, Fleet-street; and G.
Nichol, Strand. 1787)

This is the earliest work by Taylor in the Fintry Trust collection. The vignette title is from the second edition, 1792,
inserted at a later date. Bound with Concerning the Beautiful. Or, a Paraphrase Translation from the Greek of
Plotinus Ennead I. Book VI., also 1787, but with the vignette title page of the 1792 edition also inserted.
The flyleaf has a long handwritten quotation on Orpheus, taken from correspondence that appeared in
The Gentleman’s Magazine, December 1839.

A Vindication of the Rights of Brutes
subtitled Quid Rides?
(London: Printed for Edward Jeffery, Pall-Mall;
and sold by Miller, in Bond-Street; and J. Sewell,
Cornhill. 1792)

On the title page is written ‘From
the Author to Jos. Cohen’. Cohen’s
bookplate is on the flyleaf.
According to Axon, this book is said
to be a satire on Thomas Paine’s
Rights of Man.

An Essay on the Beautiful. From the Greek of Plotinus
(London, printed for the Author, and sold by T. Payne, B.
White and Son, and G. Nichol. 1792. Price 2s.6d Boards)

Taylor says, in a footnote to the first word of
the essay, ‘It is necessary to inform the
Platonical reader, that the Beautiful, in the
present discourse, is considered according to
its most general acceptation, as the same
with the Good: though, according to a more
accurate distinction, as Plotinus himself
informs us, the Good is considered as the
fountain and principle of the Beautiful’.

Two Orations of the Emperor
Julian; One to the Sovereign Sun,
and the other to the Mother of
the Gods; translated from the
Greek. With Notes, and a
copious introduction, in which
some of the greatest Arcana of
the Grecian Theology are
unfolded.
(London: Printed for Edward Jeffrey,
Pall Mall. 1793)
This book is signed ‘From the author Thos. Taylor.’
Welsh says that ‘much novel and valuable information relative to
these divinities, and which is derived from ancient sources, is to be
found in the Introduction and Notes to this translation.’

Five Books of Plotinus, viz. On Felicity; On the Nature and Origin
of Evil; On Providence; On Nature, Contemplation, and The One;
and On the Descent of the Soul: translated from the Greek. With
an Introduction, containing additional information on these
important subjects. By Thomas Taylor.
(London: Printed for Edward Jeffrey, Pall Mall. 1794)

On the flyleaf of this
book is the bookplate of
the Society for
Promoting Arts and
Commerce Instituted
London MDCCLIII (later
the Royal Society of Arts,
of which Taylor became
Assistant Secretary).

The Fable of Cupid and Psyche, translated from the Latin of
Apuleius: to which are added, a Poetical Paraphrase on the
Speech of Diotima, in the Banquet of Plato; Four Hymns, etc.
with an Introduction, in which the meaning is unfolded.
(London: Printed for the Author, and sold by Leigh and Sotheby, York
Street, Covent Garden. 1795)

The book is dedicated: ‘To the President, Council, and
Members of the Royal Academy, the following translation and
explanation of the Fable of Cupid and Psyche, which has been
a favorite subject of the most eminent artists, ancient and
modern, is respectfully inscribed by Thomas Taylor.’

The Works of Plato, viz. His Fifty-five Dialogues, and Twelve
Epistles, translated from the Greek; nine of the dialogues
by the late Floyer Sydenham, and the remainder by Thomas
Taylor: with occasional annotations on the nine dialogues
translated by Sydenham, and Copious Notes, by the latter
translator; in which is given the substance of nearly all the
existing Greek ms. commentaries on the philosophy of
Plato, and a considerable portion of such as are already
published. In Five Volumes. Vol. I.
(London: Printed for Thomas Taylor, by R. Wilks, Chancery-Lane;
and sold by E. Jeffery, and R.H. Evans, Pall-Mall. 1804)

This monumental work, the first complete
translation of the works of Plato into English, is
dedicated by Taylor to Charles Howard, Duke of
Norfolk, whose patronage Taylor considers to be
more noble than that which was given to Ficino by
Cosmo de Medici and Lorenzo the Magnificent
when they enabled him to first translate the
writings of Plato into Latin.

The Dissertations of Maximus Tyrius. Translated from the Greek by
Thomas Taylor. Vol. I.
(London: Printed by C. Whittingham, Dean Street, for the Translator; and Sold
by R.H. Evans, Pall-Mall. 1804)

Both volumes of this work
in the library collection
contain the bookplate of
Maurice Hewlett (18611923), the English
historical novelist, poet
and essayist, who was a
friend of both Evelyn
Underhill and J.M. Barrie.

Collectanea; or, Collections, consisting of Miscellanies,
inserted by Thomas Taylor in the European and Monthly
Magazines. With an appendix, containing Some Hymns by
the same Author, never before printed.
(London: Printed for the Author, by C. Whittingham, Dean Street.
1806)

‘From the Author’, in Taylor’s handwriting, is written on
the title page. In his preface, Taylor writes that this
collection ‘was printed at the request of William
Meredith, a man whose singular sagacity led him to
discover the unparalleled excellence of the philosophy of
Plato and Aristotle, and whose favourable opinion of the
Author of this collection induced him to patronize his
literary labours.’

The Treatises of Aristotle on the Parts and Progressive Motion
of Animals; His Problems; and his Treatise on Indivisible Lines.
Translated from the Greek. To which are added, the Elements
of the True Arithmetic of Infinites, etc. By Thomas Taylor
(London: Printed for the Translator, Manor Place, Walworth, Surry; by
Robert Wilks, 89, Chancery-Lane, Fleet-Street. 1810) Vol. I of VII.
Spine title – Taylor’s Aristotle

This set of books was previously in the collection of the
Norfolk and Norwich Library and was ‘part of the salvage
st
from the fire which occurred on August 1 1898’.

A Dissertation on the
Eleusinian and Bacchic
Mysteries. By Thomas
Taylor, Translator of
Aristotle, Plato, etc.
Second Edition, with
Alterations. The
Pamphleteer No. XV.
Vol. VIII. (London. 1816)

The concluding section of this article appeared in The Pamphleteer No. XVI.
According to Axon, the first edition of this essay appeared in 1790 or 1791.

Proposals for printing by subscription, in one volume
octavo, Theoretic Arithmetic, in Three Books.
By Thomas Taylor

This advertisement for subscribers was sent to
Rev. William Crowe of New College, Oxford, on
October 9th 1816. Taylor writes: ‘As you did me
the favour to subscribe to my Proclus, I have
taken the liberty of sending you this
accompanying Proposal; I shall be much
gratified in having permission to add your
name to the list of the subscribers to it.’

Iamblichus’ Life of Pythagoras, or Pythagoric Life.
Accompanied by Fragments of the Ethical Writings of
Certain Pythagoreans in the Doric Dialect; and a
Collection of Pythagoric Sentences from Stobæus and
Others, which are omitted by Gale in his Opuscula
Mythologica, and have not been noticed by any editor.
Translated from the Greek. By Thomas Taylor
(London: Printed by A.J. Valpy, Tooke’s Court, Chancery Lane;
and sold by the author, 9, Manor Place, Walworth. 1818)

According to Welsh, the original of the engraved head of
Iamblichus at the foot of the title page is to be found at
the end of a volume, published at Geneva in 1607, of Latin
translations of Iamblichus. ‘what authority there may be
for this engraving, I have no means of knowing, but at all
events it is ornamental.’

On the Antiquity of Alchymy
The Classical Journal: for September and December, 1819.
Vol. XX. (London: Printed by A.J. Valpy, Tooke’s Court, Chancery Lane)

From June 1817 to December 1819 Taylor
contributed ‘many curious and important articles’ to
The Classical Journal, with diverse titles, e.g.
Instance of Arabian Forgery, Remarks on the
Dæmon of Socrates, Collection of the Chaldean
Oracles, and On the Ignorance of the Most
Celebrated Moderns.

Ocellus Lucanus On the Nature of the Universe. Taurus, the Platonic
Philosopher, On the Eternity of the World. Julius Firmicus Maternus
Of the Thema Mundi; in which the positions of the stars at the
commencement of the several mundane periods is given. Select
Theorems on the Perpetuity of Time, By Proclus.
Translated from the originals by Thomas Taylor
(London: Printed for the Translator; and sold by John Bohn, Henrietta-Street;
Henry Bohn, York-Street; and Thomas Rodd, Great Newport-Street.
MDCCCXXXI.)
This book is actually three works in one, since bound with it is Two
Treatises of Proclus, translated by Taylor from the edition of Victor Cousin
(1833), and Treatises of Plotinus (1834).

There is a letter tipped in from Taylor to Richard Taylor,
Printer, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, dated February 6th
1835, asking him to correct a mistake that he had made in a
translated sentence he had given him that morning. There is
also a tipped in proposal, in Thomas Taylor’s hand, for the
publication of works by Plotinus.

The Cratylus, Phædo, Parmenides and Timæus of Plato. Translated from
the Greek by Thomas Taylor. With Notes on the Cratylus, and an
explanatory introduction to each dialogue (London: Printed for Benjamin and
John White, Fleet-Street. MDCCXCIII)
Bound into this work is Welsh’s ‘A Brief Notice of Mr.
Thomas Taylor, the celebrated Platonist, with a
Complete List of his Published Works’, written
December 1830 but printed in 1831. Welsh knew
Taylor intimately: ‘I verily believe, that no man had
ever a more passionate love of virtue, a loftier
aspiration after truth, or a more vehement zeal for
its diffusion … and can truly say, that his whole
conduct is in perfect harmony with the principles of
his sublime philosophy, that his every thought is in
accordance with the whole tenor of his blameless
life; and that his intentions are wholly unsullied by
views of personal interest.’

The Athenæum Journal of English
and Foreign Literature, Science, and
the Fine Arts. No. 421.
(London, Saturday, November 21, 1835)

This journal contains an
obituary of Thomas Taylor,
‘this laborious scholar and
excellent man’ who ‘died at
his house, Manor Place,
Walworth, on the morning
of Sunday, Nov. 1st.’ ‘His life
was spent in company with
the sages of antiquity; he
had, indeed, so little in
common with the popular
tastes and feelings of the
present day, that his works,
extending to twenty-three
quarto and forty octavo
volumes,
are
almost
unknown.’ According to the
writer of this obituary,
Taylor’s ‘conversation is said
to have abounded in
speculation, and to have
been earnestly sought by
those who love to wander
through the magnificent
mazes of metaphysics.’

